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Central Jersey Cat Fanciers.
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RING SPONSORS
Barbara Ray-South East Region

Robby Whyte-Celebrations Cat Club; Sunshine & Magic Cat Club; Harmony Cat Club; Kool Cats &
Karens Cat Club; Hurricane Cat Club; Mystical Moon Cat Club



Connie Webb-Mid Atlantic Region

Laurie Cunningham-Europe North Region

Steven Corneille-Europe South Region

Fate Mays-South Central Region

Adriana Kajon-SouthWest Region

Yvonne Patrick-North West Region

MiMi Tsuruoka-Asia East Region
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FARTOAR G —[FHAOT(CEEESNET,
74— L— https://lwww.emailmeform.com/builder/form/fZjXya2mwrYqHf9

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

Chesapeake $500 ‘RLEMODARYH—2vF - LN, 1 UVTIKDE 1 HDH, YV
REINZNF—ICKELBHF N, SHOEERBRICRRINET,

Hampton $300 &UY2D 10 HRE. VI ICREBSNDNRRAY —(CBESNE I, Norfolk
$100 HI VI 204RE, £V v ISICRBEINE R X —cHB I T,

T OvVeElRATS

AL YA ZX-AE=), ST47 L. 57— XL~XXXL

Gray Heather

T OvYRFINVTIVI AN Iv—I—  BE. R/ DV MVRSH h5—:TI— . Tb— LyEAY—
T OvYRRABYI—RIGTAFRETY, Ya—RBETAFTERMGER, VY- T1oX—FTHELED
BLESLY,

&4 Lisa Dickie Email: purberri@dyahoo.com

KA NVA-DFH: BWE BIEBOFHNEZ(FHTTVET, COYVa—EEABHETEI(ERINTHEN. £
(DEZEERANVTVNET, R A, BRI, UY-T1yF—purberri@yahoo.com FTEHKLTE

S TICAPZa7ITHRVNTEREERELACLTHENET -




Renew Your TICA Membership Today
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Celebrate National Pet Week (May 5-11)
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April is National Pet First Aid Awareness Month
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Interim Mid Pacific Regional Director
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H: We are excited to welcome Tania Antenucci and Amanda Jimmink, both from the
Northeast region, as Longhair/Shorthair (LH/SH) Trainees.

B&&: André Grenier from the Northeast region has re-entered as an LH/SH Trainee.

5 #£: Advancements have been made, with Aline Broda from South America (Brazil)

and Dragana Petkovic from Europe (Serbia) advancing to Full Probationary Specialty.
Additionally, Maria Bunina and Veronica Knight, both from Europe West, have moved to
Provisional Allbreed. Notably, Sun Hee Lee from Asia East has achieved the status of
Approved Allbreed.
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TICA Welcomes New Clubs!

TICA BFLLVISTZMA. 2024 FDORAA— MEUINET:

. Macka of Astro United of Hong Kong (International)

. Metroplex Meows Cat Club of Texas (South Central)

. Club Felino Colombiano of Bogota (South America)
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Upcoming Board Meetings & Deadlines
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Bengal cat coats are less wild than they look, genetic study finds
S
Researchers studied hundreds of Bengal cats to uncover the genetic origins of their leopard-like
patterns and found that their appearance stems largely from domesticated cats.

March 25, 2024 - By Sarah C.P. Williams

Researchers have discovered that the spotted coats of Bengal cats are mostly the result of domestic cat genes.

Ermolaev Alexander/Shutterstock.com




Bengal cats are prized for their appearance; the exotically marbled and spotted coats of these
domestic pets make them look like small, sleek jungle cats. But the origin of those coats —
assumed to come from the genes of Asian leopard cats that were bred with house cats — turns
out to be less exotic.

Stanford Medicine researchers, in collaboration with Bengal cat breeders, have discovered that
the Bengal cats’ iridescent sheen and leopard-like patterns can be traced to domestic cat genes
that were aggressively selected for after the cats were bred with wild cats.

“Most of the DNA changes that underlie the unique appearance of the Bengal cat breed have
always been present in domestic cats,” said Gregory Barsh, MD, PhD, an emeritus professor of

genetics. “It was really the power of breeding that brought them out.”

For a study published online March 25 in Current Biology, Barsh and his colleagues analyzed
genes collected from nearly 1,000 Bengal cats over the course of 15 years. Barsh is the senior
author of the paper, and senior scientist Christopher Kaelin, PhD, is the lead author.

The results shed light not only on the Bengal cat’s coat but also help answer broader questions
about how appearance is encoded in genetics and how different genes work together to yield
colors, patterns and physical features.

Barsh and his colleagues, including Kaelin, use cats and other animals to study the genetics of
physical features. In previous studies, they identified genes responsible for the color coat variation

in tabby cats and for the unique markings on the Abyssinian cat.

Gregory Barsh

“The big-picture question is how genetic variation leads to variation in appearance,” Barsh said.
“This is a question that has all kinds of implications for different species, but we think that cats

offer an especially tractable way to study it.”

From the 1960s through the 1980s, breeders, led by biologist Jean Mills, crossed the wild Asian
leopard cat species Prionailurus bengalensis with domestic cats to create a new, visually striking
cat breed. Over many generations, the cats with the desired physical characteristics and
temperaments were progressively selected and bred. By 1986, the Bengal cat was recognized as

its own new breed by the International Cat Association.



Barsh and Kaelin saw Bengals — with their recent genetic origin and unique appearance — as a
particularly interesting way to study how genetic variation causes diversity in form, color and
pattern. In 2008, they began reaching out to cat breeders, attending cat shows, and collecting

cheek swabs and photographs of Bengal cats.

The Stanford Medicine team suspected that Bengal cats might give them an accessible way to
probe the genetics of wild cat colors and patterns that had evolved naturally. But after sequencing
947 Bengal cat genomes, they found something surprising: There were no parts of the wild Asian

leopard cat genomes that were found in all Bengal cats.

“Nearly every Bengal cat breeder and owner has this idea that the distinctive look of the domestic
Bengal cat must have come from leopard cats,” Barsh said. “Our work suggests that’s not the

case.”

Instead, the genetic signatures suggested that the unique appearance of Bengals was a result of

variations in genes that had already been present in domestic cats.

The team found something similar when they looked specifically at “glitter”: About 60% of all
Bengal cats have particularly soft, iridescent fur that glitters like gold in the sunlight. A mutation in
the gene Fgfr2, they showed, is responsible for glitter and comes not from leopard cats but from
domestic cats. Glitter and the underlying Fgfr2 mutation are nearly specific to Bengal cats.
Interestingly, the mutation reduces the activity of the protein encoded by Fgfr2, rather than
rendering it inactive as many mutations do. This sheds light on how variations in genes can cause

subtle changes in appearance, the researchers said.

Christopher Kaelin

Finally, Barsh and Kaelin’s group analyzed the genetics of “charcoal” Bengals, a rare subset of the
breed with darker coloring. They uncovered a leopard cat gene linked to the charcoal color, but
only when it was combined with domestic cat genome. The leopard cat gene, known as Asip,
essentially doesn’t work as well when it's mixed with the domestic genes — a phenomenon known
as genomic incompatibility. So, in leopard cats, Asip doesn’t cause charcoal coloring, but the

same gene in domestic cats does.



“Hybridization between different species can happen naturally and is responsible for the small
amount of Neandertal DNA found in many human genomes," Barsh explained. “But the wild
leopard cat and the domestic cat are more different from each other than humans are from
chimpanzees, and it's remarkable to see how DNA from these distantly related species can exist
and work together in a popular companion animal.”

A better understanding of the genetic origins of Bengal cat traits is already helping Bengal
breeders fine-tune the way they breed animals to create new colors and patterns. Over the past 15
years, Barsh and Kaelin have worked closely with Bengal cat organizations and given talks at cat
shows. They often return ancestry and genetic data to owners to help guide their breeding.

“Breeders are extremely interested in our data,” Kaelin said. “They not only want to contribute their
cats’ DNA but they also want to be involved and help analyze data and hear about our results. It's
been a great collaboration and a true example of citizen science.”

The researchers say there are lessons to be learned in just how powerful artificial selection can
be, as the Bengal cat coats could probably have been selected for without the help of the Asian
leopard cat.

“People have this idea that we have to get access to these distantly related animals to breed
beautiful individuals and designer animals,” Barsh said. “But it turns out all the diversity was
already there waiting in the domestic cat genome.”

Scientists from HudsonAlpha Institute of Biotechnology, Gencove Inc., University of Bern, and
Texas A&M University were also authors of the paper.

Funding for this research was provided by the HudsonAlpha Institute for Biotechnology and the
National Institutes of Health (grant AR082708).

Sarah C.P. Williams

Sarah C.P. Williams is a freelance science writer.

Lisa Kim

Tel 650-723-6696

likim@stanfordhealthcare.org

Stanford Medicine is an integrated academic health system comprising the Stanford School of
Medicine and adult and pediatric health care delivery systems. Together, they harness the full
potential of biomedicine through collaborative research, education and clinical care for patients.
For more information, please visit med.stanford.edu.
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TICA Mid Atlantic Regional Director,

Brenda Russo:

TICA Dot Burkert,Marharyta Chekanova,Brandi Cusack,Mary Farrell,Korrynn Ferguson,Paula Fle
ming,Amanda Greene,JoJo Johnson,Alena Kaliada,Sheena Minahan,Rebecca Mullen,Travis New
man,Stephanie Pender,Austin Springfield,Nancy Stephen,Donald Ulrich,Kayaa Yushua,Michelle Z
ambrano

Member Announcements:Please Vicki White or me know if you know of anyone in the region who
is not well or is having other life events so we, as a region can send them our thoughts, prayers
and/or best wishes!

*MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!
2024-2025 Show Season (Thru 2024)
. June 8-9, 2024: Carnivorous Winos, Lebanon, PA
. August 31-Sept 1, 2024: Central Jersey Cat Fanciers, Hampton, VA
. Sept. 21-22, 2024:Mid Atlantic Region Club, Lebanon PA
. October 12-13, 2024: Northern Lights, Morgantown, PA
. October 19-20, 2024: United Cat Club, Fredericksburg, VA
. November 9-10, 2024: Tabby Tales Cat Club, Pittsburg, PA (Pending)

. December 14-15, 2024: Carnivorous Winos, Lebanon, PA
2024 ANNUAL UPDATES: Hampton Roads Convention Center
1610 Coliseum Drive
Hampton, Virginia, 23666
Volunteers Needed! Please contact Lisa and Susan to volunteer.
. T-Shirts are now available! https://centraljerseycf.org/t-shirts
. Two lovely quilts handmade by Sharon Miller (Fate May's sister) are available for
online raffle. Both will also be taken to selected shows for
view.https://centraljerseycf.org/raffles
Please keep in mind the show's raffle table; unique items representing our region for the
raffle! Let's have the best raffle basket at the annual!!! Contact Teri Matzkin if you interested in
helping with the raffle table. tmatzkin@gmail.com
MA Regional Date: SEPT 21 & 22, 2024, Lebanon, PA Banquet will be held in another area
of the building so your cats can stay in the show hall during the event. Casual event for all to

enjoy!
Attention Club members:
. | will be contacting your club president to set up a one-on-one meeting to discuss

ideas and/or concerns regarding show production in our region as well as anything
specific you may have as a club.Prior to the meeting, | will be asking the president to
contact their members for ideas for discussion.Any/all club members are welcome to
attend.
CLERKING SCHOOL to be held at the June Lebanon, PA show. More details to follow.
Interested in Entry Clerking for a future show?Please contact me and | will arrange a session for
all who are interested in learning.BRussoTICA@gmail.com
New TICA News: TICA Member Updates
DEADLINES:
1. MEMBERSHIP & CHARTER CLUBS- RENEW BY MAY 157,2024.
2. REVIEW YOUR CAT'S POINTS TO MAKE SURE THEY ARE CORRECT
3. If you know you will be eligible for an award such as LA/OD/DM, the deadline to submit
is MAY 7t 2023 However, you can submit the paperwork prior to that time and as soon
as the final standings are completed, the EO will begin to process.
. TICA Feline Management System ( TFMS) https://tica.org/my-files/Enhancing your
experience as a valued member of the TICA community. You can now upload important




documents directly to your cat's records in TFMS! This feature, available to TICA
members, allows you to conveniently store and organize essential information.

e TFMS My Files-TICA member benefits: youtube.com TFMS-My Files.This video by Dr
Liz Brown provides a thorough explanation of how adding and saving data regarding
your cat functions.

Mid Pacific Interim Regional Director,

Susanna Shon:

Hello TICA Mid Pacific Region members!

It has been a "minute" but as we move through the very sad passing of our late
Regional Director, Carol Barton we will hopefully work hard to put the pieces back
together.

As you are all now aware, | have been appointed as Interim MP Regional Director
by the TICA Board of Directors.Both Kitti Ruttan and | put in statements to fill this position following
Carols passing and we will both continue to promote TICA and our region.

The first thing | did was ask Jon Paterson to assume the position of Mid Pacific Region Treasurer
and he kindly accepted. We are working to reconcile regional funds and once all the transfers have
been made,a report will be published for members. Thank you, Jon!

During last weekends show in Arcadia | learned there is a new breeder in Las Vegas
and ironically,literally down the street from me.l would like to extend a warm welcome to
Emily D'Agati.Emily has joined one of our existing clubs Cats And Sin City and appears motivated
to learn the ropes and involve herself in club activities.

| am certain there are other new members but unfortunately having just stepped into this role
last Friday,| was a little unprepared for this so extend a warm welcome to all other new members.
Please reach out with any questions at your convenience.

Current region clubs are:

East of Eden a new board has taken over and our intent is to host shows in Carols name.

Cats And Sin City

Sophisticats Cat Club

Wine Country Cat Club

PacifiCats

I-Purr

We can always use new clubs and we can certainly use more shows!

Something to consider jointly hosted shows??7??

The more creative we can become to grow our region the more points we all will

accumulate!

Northwest Regional Director,

Elaine Hawksworth-Weitz:

Regional Awards Show/Banquet set - Thanks to the It's Reigning Cats (IRC) club,
| am happy to report the regional awards banquet and presentations will be held
in conjunction with the IRC cat July 27-28, 2024 in Portland, Oregon at the Holiday
Inn (Portland airport). More information will be forthcoming directly from the club
once they have been able to secure the banquet menu and costs.

Here is the list of shows coming through the end of the calendar year in the

Northwest region :

April 20-21 Calgary, Alberta, Canada  Calgary Cat Association
April 26-28 Elma, Washington And A Mouse Cat Club
May 11-12 Sooke, BC Cat Fanciers of BC
June 8-9 Elma, Washington And A Mouse Cat Club
Julyt1-42——  CANCELLED The Maine Event

(UNABLE TO FIND VENUE)



July 27-28 Portland, Oregon It's Reigning Cats

August 10-11 Langley, BC, Canada Cat Fanciers of BC
October 12-13 Ferndale, Washington The Evergreen Cat Fanciers
November 16-17 Ferndale, Washington The Maine Event
December 14-15 Elma, Washington Commencement Cat Club

Contact NW Regional Director Elaine Hawksworth-Weitz: regional.director.nw@tica.org

' . ‘ TICA Southeast Regional Director,

Rene Knapp:

. Hello, TICA Southeast Region members! With the close of the show dragon, we
3 are looking towards the new season here in the Southeast. Mystical Moon will
M hold the first SE show of the year in Sanford, Florida, May 11 and 12,
2024. Chanan will be there to take your pictures of those regional and international winners.
As always the club is planning some great surprises.

We will have a judges CEU day the Friday before the show with some great presentations. Carol
and Steve Lawson are the co-moderators. Judges can contact me
at regional.director.se@tica.orq if they are interested in attending.

It's been a long successful show season for our beautiful cats and we are all looking forward to
celebrating them at our SE Regional show in August and then the Annual in September.

TICA Southwest Regional Director,

Laurie Schiff:

Hello, TICA Southwest Region members! We're thrilled to share some exciting
updates and upcoming events with you all. Without further ado, let's dive right in
and see what's in store for our region!
Upcoming Shows:
1. Leap Into Summer - Hosted by Socal ExoTICA Cat Club
e Date: June 22nd and 23rd
e Location: Arcadia Masonic Lodge
o Description: Get ready to leap into summer with Socal ExoTICA Cat Club! This
event promises a weekend filled with feline fun and excitement.
Show details and registration
2. IPICaC Regional Three-Day Show
o Date: July 26th, 27th, and 28th
e Location: Arcadia Masonic Lodge
e Description: IPICaC brings you another thrilling three-day show with 15 rings of
competition. Don't miss out on this opportunity to showcase your cats and mingle
with fellow enthusiasts.
Show details and registration
Get Involved:
Don't forget to enter these great upcoming shows! It's an excellent opportunity to showcase your
feline companions and enjoy a weekend of camaraderie with fellow cat lovers. Mark your calendars
and make sure to register early to secure your spot.
We can't wait to see you at these exciting events!




TICA Asia West Regional Director,
= Jeff Shi:

. TICAunanimously approved the decision to set up a representative office in China
at the 2023 annual board meeting and has started working through law firms.

We hope TICA cat show to return to AW region after registering with TICA China.
TICATE 2023 EEESR L ZRB T TEPEIRIIKRUMARE, FFimETRINESmMEF M
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TICA Northeast Regional Director, Christian Cherau:

Membership Update:

The Northeast Region is proud to have 971 members as of April 1, 2024 (54%
Canada and 46% USA)! This is incredible and | am quite proud of the region
for the strong growth we have seen!

We are also welcoming not 1, not 2, but 3 TICA Judge Trainees! A hearty
congratulations to Tania Antenucci, Amanda Jimmink, and re-instated
tralnee Andre Grenier for joining the TICA Judging Program! We look forward to helping them on
their journeys and seeing them behind the table soon enough! There is always room for more; |
know at least 3 more members of the region who are interested in pursuing the masters education
that becoming a TICA Judge requires and applaud all who step up to the plate. Becoming a TICA
judge is no small feat and these individuals are engaging in one of the most rigorous and intensive
training programs in the entire cat fancy and possibly animal fancy as a whole.

Northeast Regional Treasury:

We are once again in search of a new Northeast Regional Treasurer. The Region's funds are
currently custodied at M&T Bank, so we are looking for someone with access to those branches to
add them to the existing account. Please reach out to Christian if interested.

Ahead of this year's Regional Award program and in an effort to grow the region's Treasury, we are
asking all clubs to donate $1 per entry to the regional fund. We thank North East Regional Feline
Fanciers for their commitment for $124 and Cat Lovers Of New England Cat Club for a $254
donation from their shows over the first half of this season. We continue to ask other clubs in the
region to consider donations.

Upcoming Northeast Region Shows:

2024 End of Season Show: Catsachusetts is hosting the annual Northeast End of Season show
on April 26-28, 2024 in Saugus, MA! Entries close on Monday 4/22, so don't miss out! The show
has 20 rings over 3 days, an Olympics theme, Breed Showcases Saturday and Sunday, Junior
Exhibitor Ring, and Best in Show! Details available
at https://shows.tica.org/en/component/toes/shows#show2396.

2024 Northeast Regional Show: Northeast Regional Feline Fanciers will be hosting the Northeast
h Northeast Regional show on August 10-11, 2024, again in Binghamton, New York! The show will
be a 2 day, 12 ring show, back at the SUNY Binghamton Ice Arena. The judges are posted on the
show calendar and the show will be open to entries soon.

2023-2024 Regional Winners: It is never too early to begin planning for regional wins! Now is the
time to make sure you have pictures!

The 2023-24 Northeast Regional winners will be honored at our Northeast Regional Banquet to be
held on August 10, 2024 at the Holiday Inn in Binghamton, New York. Sponsorship Information,
Menu, and more information all coming soon!

Upcoming 2024 shows:

June 8-9, 2024: CPE Cat Club in Ottawa, Ontario (12 ring 2-day Back-to-Back Format show,
featuring Best in Show). In partnership with CPE's Ottawa Pet Show.

August 10-11, 2024: North East Regional Feline Fanciers in Binghamton, New York (12 ring 2
day Back-to-Back Format show. In conjunction with Northeast Regional Banquet!

September 14-15, 2024: CPE Cat Club in Mississauga (Toronto), Ontario (details coming soon) in.
In partnership with CPE's Fall Pet Show.




October 19-20, 2024: Nauticats Cat Club in Quebec City, Quebec (15 ring 2 day Alternative Format
show). In conjunction with SNAC's Quebec City Pet Expo.

November 2-3, 2024: Nauticats Cat Club in Montreal, Quebec (15 ring 2 day Alternative Format
show). In conjunction with SNAC's Montreal Pet Expo.

November 9-10, 2024: Cat Lovers of New England in Seekonk, Massachusetts (12 ring Back-to-
Back Format show, with Siberian Breed Seminar, Junior Exhibitor Ring, and Best in Show).
November 23-24, 2024: CPE Cat Club in Mississauga (Toronto), Ontario (details coming soon) in.
In partnership with CPE's Christmas Pet Show.

with more to come!

Mentorship Committee:

TICA is working on building out our mentorship committee and are hopeful for additional volunteers
to step up to help match mentors and mentees in the region, as well as mentors themselves! Please
reach out to me if interested.

2024 Annual Northeast Representation in Hampton, Virginia

The Northeast Region is thrilled to be represented by Judge Aline Noel Garel at the 2024 TICA
Annual, to be held in Hampton, Virginia! We are planning to sponsor her at the usual $500 level.

In addition, Heather Ellis has volunteered to be our Raffle Basket Czar! Every region traditionally
donates a raffle basket to the annual, and the region with the best raffle basket gets a prize! Being
an adjoining region to the Mid-Atlantic, | am hoping for a strong showing of donations emblematic
of the Northeast Spirit, from Toronto to Quebec City, New York to Portland, and all the way to
Labrador! More information to come.

Stay Connected on Facebook and Instagram to the Northeast Region!

The TICA Northeast Region has an Instagram page - please follow and tag your
posts! hitps://www.instagram.com/tica.northeast.cats/

Be sure to join our Facebook group too! https://www.facebook.com/groups/ticane

We need content as well! Please feel free to Direct Message photos and reels, and you may see it
featured in our grid and on stories!

- Christian, TICANERD

TICA South America Regional Director,

Luiz Paulo Faccioli
Queridos membros de SA:
Uma temporada de
shows muito boapara nossa Regido esta terminando e tenho um importante aviso
a dar em relagao aos gatos que tenham competido sem nimero de registro.

Uma lista desses gatos pode ser encontrada em https://www.tica.org/phocadownload/Unregistered Cats P
ending_Points.pdf

Alguns desses gatos somam mais de 1.000 pontos e concorrem ao titulo de Regional
Winner. E de responsabilidade do expositor providenciar a regularizacao desses registros junto ao EO.
Também quero lembrar que no dia 1 de maio as anuidades dos membros e

dos clubes devem ser renovadas.

Ha outras novidades a caminho. Aguardem!

Estimados miembros de SA:

Una muy buena temporada de shows para nuestra Region esta llegando a su fin
y tengo que hacer una advertencia importante en relacion a los gatos que han competido sin nimero de re
gistro. Pueden encontrar una lista de estos gatos en htips://www.tica.org/phocadownload/Unregistered Cat
s_Pending_Points.pdf
Algunos de estos gatos tienen mas de  1.000 puntos y compiten por el titulo de  Regional Winner.
Es responsabilidad del expositor gestionar la regularizacion de estos registros ante la Oficina Ejecutiva.

También quiero recordarles que el 1 de mayo se deberan renovar la membresia de socios y clubes.

Hay otras noticias en camino. jEsperar!




